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BULES OF THE S0CIET7. 



Tte Archaeological Society of Agra is instituted for the en- 
oouragement of researcli and investigation into the History and 
Antiquities of Agra and its vicinity. It assumes and accepts as 
a sacred trast for posterity, the guardianship and preservation of 
all existing monuments and records of past ages, whether already 
exposed or still to be discovered, and it pledges itself to respect 
them as landmarks in the History of Nations, and to oppose by 
every means in ita power, their injury or removal, on the plea of 
benefit to any other race or individual than those to whom they 
rightfully belong. Each member of the Society agrees (when 
called upon] to sign an engagement in a book (to be kept 
for the purpose) as a record of his recognition of this prin- 
ciple, and his obligation to promote the interest of the Society 
and to submit to its regulations and statutes, 
II. 

1. The Society shall consist of an unlimited number of 
ConsUtutlon of tho memtera who shall be elected by ballot at 
Society. Members. ^^ ordinary meetings. 

Z, Each memher must be proposed and seconded, and his 
. name announced as a candidate for election 

at the meeting previous to the one at which 
he shall be balloted for, and no candidate shall be elected a 
member unless he has in his favor two-thirds of the votes of the 
members voting. Votes by proxy shall be received, but the 
proxy must ia all cases be communicated in writing to the 
Secretary. 

3. All elections shall he recorded on the minutes of the 
Tneeting at which they were held. 
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4. Members shall pay a subscription of two (2) rtipees per 

month, and this subscription shall be held 
Sobaonptioii. • i 3 ^ i ■ j 

to be due quarteilj la advance. 

No member shall vote on any election, or on any question of 

finance at the Meetings of the Society until he has paid up all 

subscriptions due on the date of meeting. 

5. Any member eball have the oplioD of commuting his eub- 

scription to Life membership by paying at 
Life Members. , ,™ , 

any time the dmerence between the amount 

already pud by him as subscription, and Rs. one hundred (100). 

Thus after payment of one (1) year's subscription the payment 

of Rs. seventy-six (76) would constitute hina a Life Member 

and exempt him from further subscriptions, and so on. 

6. Members or Fellows of the Royal Asiatic Society ()f Lon- 

don or of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and 
Bouonry MembeiB. , , ^, i n . ■,. t, - - 

such other Literary and Scientinc Societies 

as may be hereafter recognized by the Council shall be admitted 

as Honorary Members of the Society when visiting Agra. 

7. Visitors to Agra shall be admitted to the ordinaiy meet- 

ings of the Society on presentation by a 
Member to the President, and they may be 

invited to take part in its proceedings by him, but shall have 

no vote on any question before it. 

III. 

1. The management of the Society shall be vested in a 

Council of ten members resident in Agra. 
cSl"*"'** T^« Council shall hold office for the year 

Officers. only, but ehall be eligible for re-election by 

the Anniversary General meeting at the 
expiration of that term, and they are empowered to fill up any 
vacancies in their number during their term of office by election 
of a Resident Member for every such vacancy. 

2. In the event of any Member neglecting to attend four 
successive meetings of the Council his seat shall be declared 
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vacant, and, tlie Council shall elect a new member to replace 
bim, but he shall be eligible for re-election at any subsequent 
vacancy. 

3, Three members shall constitute a quorum of tbe Council 
Bod its meetings shall be beld every month by a circular notice from 
the Secretary, or on a written requisition to the Secretary, signed 
by four members, at two days' notice. 

IV. 

1. ThePresident shall take tbe chair at all meetings of the 

Council or of tbe Society, bat be may depute 
^fte^Bident"^ ^'*"'' * member of the Council as Vice-President 
to take his place in his absence. 

He shall have a casting vote whenever the votes of any meet- 
ing are equally divided. 

He will prepare an address to be delivered at the Anniversary 
Meeting detailing the operations of the Society and their results 
during the previous year, noticing the general progress of arcbteo- 
lugy in India ; and recommending tbe programme for the 
ensuing year, 

2. The Treasurer shall receive on behalf of the Society all 

monies due to it, and make payments ont 
Tieaaarer. of its funds by the direction of the Council 

only. His accounts shall be audited an- 
nually previous to the Anniversary Meeting of the Society. 

S. Tbe Secretary shall attend all meetings of the Council 
and the Society, shall record their proceed- 
Eecretorf. inge and conduct their correspondence and 

shall edit and superintend the printing and 
publication of all reports, proceedings or journals they may issue. 
He shall also have the custody of tbe Library, and Museum, and 
'shall perform the duties of Librarian, Curator and Treasurer until 
it may be desirable to appoint special officers for those duties* 
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V. 

I.' The Council is empowered to appoint Special Com- 
mittees of not less than three members to 
Poven of the CaandL cany out investigations, such as excavations 
and surveys, or for the purpose of drawing up 
reports, or tntDslating inscriptions or manuscripts, and it is 
authorised to defray the necessary expendi- 
Eipehditore. ture from the funds of the Society for snch 

purposes to the extent of one-half the net 
annual income of the Society. 

Z. It will also receive and consider all communications 
intended to be read to meetings, and no papers shall be published 
in the proceedings of the Society without the approval of at least 
three of the Council. 

S. The Council is further empowered to make ruch rules and 
bye-laws for the conduct of the ordinary meetings of the Society 
as shall appear desirable ; subject to amendment or abrogation by 
a Qeneral or Special Meeting. 

VI. 

1, A General Meeting of the Society shall be held annually 

oo the anniversary of its foundation to 
General Meetings, receive and consider the report of the 

Council on the state of the Society and its 
operations, and audit the accounts of the past year, to elect 
officers for the year ensuing, to enact or repeal ragulatious, and 
to consider any p^op^sition or business of which due notiGoation 
of one month previous to the meeting has been given to the 
Secretary in writing. 

2. A Special Meeting may, and shall be called by the Coun- 

cil at any time after (15) fifteen days, and 

Special Meetings. not exceeding one mouth on a requisition 

to that eS'ect being made in writing to~ 

the Secretary and signed by not less than (10) tea Besident 
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Members or by five Non-resident Members of tb« Society, but 
no other proposition or buaiaess shall be brought forward or 
discussed than that distinctly specified in the requisition as its 
object and in the same words, and no decision of such meeting 
shall have effect until it shall hare been confirmed by a simi- 
lar meeting adjourned for that purpose to a period of not less 
than fifteen days later. 

S. The Ordinary Meetings of the Society shall be held from 
time to time pursuant to notice to he issued one week previously 
by circular or advertisement in the local papers under the 
signature of the Pesident or Secretary, 

ESLECTIONS from PROCEEDINGS A.S.A. 

On the Slst December 1873. A meeting was held at the 
Lecture Room of the Oarrisoa Instructor of the Agra Circle 
agreeably to a notice which- had appeared in tb& Deili Gazelle 
of the previous day to take into consideration the desirability of 
forming an Arch£Bol<^ical Society. 

The following Resolutions were then put and carried unani-> 
mously : — * 

\ti, — That the Association now formed be called the " Agra 
Archceological Society/' but it shall not restrict its operations or 
researcheB to that locality only, but extend them as far as prac- 
ticable over the North- West Provinces and Rajpootana and shall 
be open to all educated persons who may desire to join it without 
restriction as to religion, race or class. 

ind. — ^Every member shall subscribe two (2) rupees per month, 
payable quarterly in advance. 

3rd. — That the members now present constitute themselves 
into a Provisional Committea to carry out the formation of the 
Sodety and that H. G, Keene, Esq., C. S., be President, and 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Baillie, Secretaiy pro-lem. 

4^.— That the Commissioner of Agra be solicited to grant 
the use of apartments in Uio Fort for the acwmmodatiou of the 
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society and itis future collectiona, library, Sec., and further to 
permit the removal to the Dewaoee Anm or the ADgoree Bagh 
of such sculptures now in the Agra Museum as may not be 
intended to remove to Allahabad. 

bti. — That the co-operation of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
he invited. 

6iA. — ^That donations of books and maps relating to the 
object of the Society be solicited. 

7M.— That the Secretary he requested to prepare a draft code 
of rules for submissioa to the Society at its next meeting, and 
that a report of the present proceedings be sent to the principal 
journala with a view to its publication. 

8^^. — That this meeting be now adjourned to this day fort- 
night, the 14th proximo. 

The meeting then adjourned with the UBoal vote of thanlcs to 
the Chairman. 

J. BAILLIE, 
Secretary, pro-tem, 
Agra ArchceoloQical Society. 

SeeembeT 31*i 1873. 



Proceedings of a meeting held at the Magistrate's Office, 
Agra, in conformity with public notice on Wednesday, the 14th 
January 1874. 

The Proceedings eS the Meeting of the Slst ultimo were 
read and confirmed. 

The Draught Code of Rules and Regulations prepared by the 
Secretary agreeably to Resolution 7 of the last meeting was then 
read, and it was 

1. Resolved unanimously that the code of Rules now read 
and amended be adopted subject to Gonfiimatiaa by the next 
General Meeting. 

2. Resolved unanimously that the members now present whose 
names are eotered aljove constitute the first Council of the Society. 
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3. Hesolved unanimnasly that the Council bo requested to 
appoint a Sub-Committee to anan^ and prepare matter for uu 
early evening meeting. The meeting then adjourned. 

At a Meeting of the Society held at the Secretary's honse 
OQ Thursday, the 22iid January, at 8-45 p. m. The President 
in the chair. The proceedings of the last Meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

The President then delivered his inaugural address (which 
will appear in the Translations) Bead a letter from A. Carlleyle, 
Esq., Aesistaat Archaeological Survey to the address of the Presi- 
dent. 

It was resolved thereon, that further information he in- 
vited as to the alleged tomb of Nunaw Begum near 
Qoojerat and with j^fcrence to the decayed inscription in 
the Delhi Oate, that J. Alexander, Esq., be requested to fur- 
cish a copy in his possession for the use of this Sub-Com- 
mittee. With regard to Mr, Carlleyle's remarks on a sup- 
posed Filkhana in the For£ tnd other problematiual remains, 
that General Cumiingham be Solicited to allow the Society to 
see Mr. Carlleyle's report and plans. T. Bailey, Esq., was then ia- 
trodaced to the Meeting by the Chairman and gave an interest- 
ing account of the statue of the Virgin Mary said to have been 
found in the Fort, evincing the remarkable religious toleration 
of Akbar's period, and now built into the wall of the Agra Bank. 

It was further resolved that the following gentlemen be a 
Sub-Committee to investigate and make excavations on the sup- 
posed site of a Hindu City at Nonihai. 

J. Alexander, Esq., Sheikh Nujmooddee Haidar, Rai Mattura 
Das, also that an afternoon Conversazione be held in the Fort 
of Agra on Thursday next, the 29th instant, at 3-80- p. m., 
and that the next evening meeting be held on Saturday the 
6th February, and that it be made special to pass the Rules and 
• Regulations submitted to the Meeting ia " proof" with a view V 
to their beiog finally printed. 
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The Secretary read a list of donations of Books anil maps 
presented to the Society. 

An afternoon Conversazione meeting of the Society was held 
in the Fort of Agra on Thursday, the Z9th January 1874, at 
4 F. u. The members presant proceeded to inspect the varions 
huildings in the Palace of Shah Jehan recently repaired or now 
in course of repair by J. W. Alexander, Esq., and the Meeting 
unanimously expressed their satisfaction at the able manner in 
which that duty had been and was being carried out. The 
members next visited the Palace of Jeliangir which appears 
to have been constructed by the architects of the early build- 
ings of Futtehpore Sikri. 

The Meeting were able to ascertain that the lofty wall facing 
the river in front ot this building had been constructed at a later 
period as part of a system of acqueducts for taking water from 
the river and delivering it at the highest point of the palace and 
they were able to trace the system to a large cistern or reservoir 
where the tablets showing the Orifices to which the water was 
distributed and their names in Persian Character, were point- 
ed out by the President. The use of this wall has always been 
doubtful, but the marks of the bullocks on the masonry where 
the old inclined plane existed leave no question as to its purpose. 

The members made an attempt to penetrate some of the lower 
galleries and passages, but they were found to have been blocked 
up at various points, and they had no means at hand of pursuing 
these investigations.. 

The Society trust that early measures will be taken to open 
ap and trace these especially with view to ascertain whether they 
communicate with the Boowlee in the enclosure of the Military 
prison, 

A special Meeting was heH at the Magistrate's Office, Civil 
Ziines, agreeably to notice on Thursday, the 1 2th February, at 
a A. IS., for the .purpose of conhrming the draiib Rules and ' 
liegulations. 
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The President of the Society in the chair. 

It was resolved nnaaimougly that the Bulea as now submitted 
to the meeting in the proof* be confirmed and printed without 
delay. 

On Saturday, the Slet February, a party of members of the 
Archceological Society of Agra visited the ruins of Futtehpoor- 
Seekree. All parts of the Burgah and Palace were carefully 
examined. The so-called house of JbdA-Bai was compared with 
the Juhangeer Muiul of the Agra Fort, and various differences 
noticed which appeared to indicate an earlier date. Thus, it was 
observed that the gateway was neither vaulted nor supported on 
arched entries ; the halU were seen to be smaller and the carv- 
ings of bells, &c., to indicate a more exclusively, Hindoo style. 
A fragment of an Elephant Statue was noted, which the Coun- 
cil proposes to obtain, if possible, for its muBcum, as it is now 
quite displaced and neglected. Measures were taken for the 
preservation of the remaining inscriptions in the Khwab-Guh 
and procure to correct copies. The Humman near that building 
was examined ; as also one, hitherto underscrihed, in the N. £. 
angle of the enceinte (beyond the Court of the Pacheesee-board) ; 
and steps were taken to procure copies of the better-preserved 
patterns in both of them. The members were much struck 
with the durable nature of the plaster or stucco of 
the bath walls, and with the Italian character of the 
colouring; closely rcsembliDg, in its lower portions at least, 
the wall-paintings of Pompeii. It appeared to be the rule of the 
decorators to paint the Dado of the walla with three dull col- 
ours, of which the arrangement was varied in each room, but 
which were invariably the same ; namely, maroon-red, green, 
and yellow-ochrc. The vaultings were painted white, picked out 
in the groininge with a thin bold line of black or chocolate. Tiie 
house of Beerhul was photographed on the outside ; and much 
anxiety was expressed to procure a picture of some of the iuteri- 
Qr details; but the light was found insufficient for the purpose. 
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The cornices being Bnpported on arched pendentireaj a foot or 
more in length, aad three to four inches deep, give relief to tha 
flatness of the walls, and an air of support to the ceiling. A 
photograph of this graceful construction will if possible be ob-. 
tainod. 

The members noticed with satisfaction the judicious measures 
taken for the preservation of the more important buildings. 

At a Meeting of the Society, held on Saturday evening the 
16th May 1874, at 9-30, the Pesident in the Chair read a letter 
from General Cunniagham, Director of the Royal ArcbEeoIogical 
Survey of India, accepting the Office of Vice Patron of the 
Society, and forwarding proof of a portion of the new volume of 
his Official Report, containing notices on Agra and Delhi. The 
President read a paper commenting on this Report, (Thb paper 
will bo printed in exteoao in the transactions) . Colonel Baillia 
made a few remarks on the Military position of the Fort of 
Agra, and was inclined to restrict Akbar's claim to its founda- 
tion to restoration of the old fort of Badal Ghur and refacing 
its brick walls with stone, but he could not go with General 
Cunningham in bis view of the Jahangir Mahal being the work 
of Secunder Lodi unless the buildings at Fnttehpore Sikri were 
also assigned to him. 

A paper by A. Carlleyle, Esq., was then read by Dr. Christi- 
son, calling the attention of the Society to the discovery 
of some large bricks in the vicinity of the (late) museum and 
noticing their size as a wellknown indication of tbeir' 
great antiquity, and suggesting that the Society should endea- 
vour to ascertain the exact spot at which they had been found 
with a view to further research.* 

A third paper was read by Latia Bahal Rao on inscriptions in 
the Fort which will be printed in the proceedings. 

J. W. Alexander, Esq., exhibited the drawings of the various 

buildings in the Fort now undergoing restoration, which were 

* Meaars. Keone and W. Smilb have since visited the place. Tha bricka 

aretu described, but oie not in situ, and the tank itself ouS; parilr traceable. 
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mucli admired by the members. He also called atteution to tbe 
fact of these buildinga having been partially repaired (as well 
as the Taj) by Coloael J. Taylor in 1811 who had inscribed 
liis name with this dat« on tbe crescent on tbe dome of the Taj 
where it was still to be seen. Colonel Taylor lies buried in the 
cemetery on the Brigade Parade ground at Agra. 

G. Grant, Esq. exhibited some very interestiog Photographs 
taken by himself of various buildings and antiquities. Among 
others the temple of Sarnath at Benaias and the Asoka Pillar in 
the Fort at Allahabad, &c., &c. Also one of Beerbul's house at 
Puttehpore Sikri taken on tbe occasion of the Society's visit and 
an excellent photograph. 

With reference to some discussion regarding the buildings 
in the Fort it was resolved that application be made to tbe Com- 
missioner of Agra for permission to occupy a room or building 
in the Port of Agra as a museum, and further that the Brigadier 
General be addressed to sanction the removal of the large stone 
" houz" known as Jehangir's bath from the Public Garden to 
the fort with a view to its restoration in its original position as 
far as practicable. 

The following candidates were proposed for election. 
W. G. Bligb, Esq., proposed by Colonel Pritchard, seconded 
J. W. Alexander, Esq. Baboo Aubiaash Chunder, Moon^, pro- 
posed by Pundit Jugonatb, and seconded by Lalla EahiJ Rae. 
The Meeting then eepatated. 

J. BAILLIE, 
Secretary, A, S, A. 
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OFENIHG ADDRESS. 
Bt K. G. KtBNE, Esq. President, 

On this, the first occasion of my having the honour to aJ- 
dreea yon, I am sate I shall be excused for not having much bk 
say. Our Society is too yonng to have any achiev^nente t» 
tfoast of; enong'h if she can pat forward a modest, though prac- 
ticable programme. She has no past, though she deals with 
tije-gonee ; though her subject-matter be historical, her voice-, 
so far, has been the voice of prophecy. 

What work we may he destined to do hereafter I know not. 
But sure I am that we have the means of doing much good. 
Id point of situation we are in a position of advantage, 
and therefore in a position of responsibility, Agra was 
B centre of one of the systems of civilisation that preceded 
oar present system, Muttra was a centre of another. What 
may have been the architecture, the plastic arts, the style of 
omamentattoQ of the races that preceded the Boodhist Empire 
of MagaJha, and the great works of which the fragments aro 
still so abundant, we do litt)e more than guess. When we read< 
of great cities, such as the metropolitan abodes of the Ramayana^ 
of the Mah&bharata, <^ Arrian and Megasthenes, we know that 
we are reading of something that once existed. Poetical as. 
may be the narratives, mythological as may appear the epics, 
the writers most, we know, have described something that was- 
contemporary. Bat it is gone, and has left no trace behind. 
Hastinapoor is a heap of ant-hills. Ajoodhya and Benares 
have nothing, I believe, that can safely be carried up to tho- 
Chiistian era ; the site of Falibothra is a bone of contcntioiv 
among schtdars and geographers. Perhaps in the extreme Fun*- 
jab a few jaxda of Cyclopean wall may commemorate the sib^ 
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of a city like Taxila that excited tbe wonder of Macedonia's 
madman and bis followers from the West. 

Looking^ to all this, it is one's first impreesion that the 
great stnictores of the early Aryan days mnst have been cbiefly 
of that timber in which the country at that time abounded to 
a far greater extent than is the case at present. Living in a 
constant state of war, change, and adventnre, and probably not 
posseeaed of mnch skill as quarriers or masons, the early in- 
vaders from Central Asia would perhaps be satisfied to repro- 
duce in a somewhat more permanent manner the type of taber- 
nacle that bad been familiar to their nomad life. That this was 
so ID fact may be considered confirmed by certain structural pe- 
culiarities in the work of the Boodhists and early Hindoos ; in the 
rails of stone that surrounded the sivpat, and the struts of tlte 
same material that support the oeilings of buildings of the 
Chalookya or Jma order. All these are apparently imitations 
of timber building. 

It is when we come to the times immediately preceding and 
following the Christian era that we first come upon sure and cer- 
tain relics of ancient masonry. The subsequent Furanic move- 
ment by which Boodhism was overturned or submerged has in 
this neighborhood replaced the structures of that period with 
temples of its own which in their turn have not unfrequcntly 
given way to the still more modern maeonry of the Mogl.ul 
or the Patban. Still, in the cloisters of the Eootub, in the 
monuments of Amber, and in the treasures that are from 
time to time discovered beneath the surface of the soil at Mnt- 
tra, we find ample evidence of what patient work and well-guaran- 
teed piety could do in a long period of peace and consolidated, 
empire. Here you find the solid, if not very graceful forms ; the 
lively, if not always correct, sculpture ; the profusion of chisel- 
work and relieved tracery ; of which specimens were to be seen in 
the grounds of the B>iddell Museum, and are still in Mr. Growse's 
gardes at Muttra. I must leave to more qualified persons the task 
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of describing theee memorials in detail, and giving them their 
due connection with history. 

The later Hindoo art was in some respects a decline. Forma 
became more ambitions or more grotesque ; a wild and childish 
mythology took the place of the sober, if somewhat epicurean 
spiritualism and simplicity of the Boodhists. But the Hindoo 
workman remained ; he to whom it it given, more than to any 
of earth's sons, to sit in his warm native air tapping on wood 
and stone, labouring for love — or at least for the minimum of ex- 
istence — with plentiful holidays, and time to spare for anything. 
The chisel falls from the dead workman's hand into that of his 
son ; and each generation adds to hereditary expertness a strange 
docility in respect of new designs. Such is the Hindoo work- 
man as we see him today and snch was his forefather in the last 
days of Hindoo empire. 

The Moslem enters upon the scene ; ignorant, fanatical, more 
used to wield the sahre than the pencil, but bringing with him 
one precious scrap of Roman science from Asia Minor. His eye 
requires the dome and its section the arch. At first he does not 
know how to produce them. He is entirely in the hands of his 
Hindoo workmen. The Kootub is so chiselled by this class that 
it is only quite in our own days that it has ceased to be doubted 
whether that cnormoas tower be not entirely a Hindoo work. The 
great arcade of the mosque to which it is attached is made of 
grand arched openings ; but so completely had the designers left 
the execution to the indigenous artizan that there are no Toussoiis 
or key-stones, and the opening is no more an arch than what you 
could cut out of any wall built of horizontal courses, or carve out 
of a sheet of pasteboard. 

A later period ensues, in which the Moslem takes the chisel 
up, and the Hindoo is turned into a hodman. This period lasts 
nnfil the invasion of Timour and the fall of the dynasty of 
Toghlak; and its buildings abound in the ground about tihih- 
hcajnabad at Delhi. But little building fallowed in those dark 
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and stormy days ; aatil the enligfateDed Afghan of Behar, 8her 
Shah Sur, introduced a brief but splendid era of decorated Fathaa 
work in which the Hindoo was once more employed and 
trusted. 

Sher Shah Sur was succeeded by the Moghuls. Under 
Akbar the style became even mora eclectic than either under the 
earlier and late Fathans. Not only Hindoo chieelling, but 
Hindoo forms and outlines were largely introduced ; and it is 
this style of which we have so many, and such rich examples in 
Agra and in its immediate vicinity. If yon will visit the Jahan< 
geeree Mahal in our Fort here, or the domestic remains of Fut- 
tehpore-Seekree, you will find an archaism combined with the 
fineness of the etoae-carving that will show the existence of a 
forced and artificial spirit such as was at the same time obxervable 
in religious and political institutions. The avoidance of the arch 
is almost pedantic, when we remember that it was by this time 
perfectly familiar ; and the ostentatious introduction of ainmal 
forms must bave seemed a needless chaltenge to the bigotty of 
the conquering class. "What were the objects and uses of allg 
these bizarre structures we do not know ; for I need hardly re- 
mind you that there is no historical foandation for any of the 
stories of the guides ; or that, wherever they have admitted of 
historidil verification they have been found to be fake. 

The succeeding reign of Jahangeir was careless at its com- 
mencement and troubled towards its close. Yet its buildings are 
not wanting in dignity ; and they are free from many of the 
faults of their predecessors. The tombs of Akbar and Itmad- 
ud-Dowla are less pedantic than the buildings above cited, and 
at least equally rich. The Pathan dome, expressing naturally 
the necessary shape of the vault beneath, lingers on in the build- 
ing of Moghals of ihe old school, in the Chinei-ka-Boza and 
the Ealan Mac^jid ; but the bulbous Tartar dome has dawned uid 
is in the ascendant. 

The reign of Shahjahan waa snmptnous, and for the most 
part peac^ul ; and as might be expected, it is » period of reviving' 
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ligotiy and drooping taste. Under Anrnngzeb both tendencies 
acquire accelerated forccj and before tbe close of bia long rei^, 
originality, eitber of deaiga or ornameAt, is dead, and all predicts 
the iaiula rata on ivbicb the late onlamented Military Board 
was to proceed to operations. 

If I have dwelt thus upon architecture and sculpture, it ia 
not because I have no hope that other antiquities will reward 
our researches. On the contrary, tbe inscriptions and coins 
that have been already foond, with little more f ban truly super- 
ficial labour, are enough to show that it is not alone in regard of 
building and its decoration that this part of Hindoostan is intei- 
esting. But our buildings are so large and so well-preserved : 
and the problems that arise in connection with tbem are so mixed 
up with the acts and sufferings of men, and with their thoughts 
and feelings, that did notbing but these works exist they would 
form sufficient to stimulate an enlightened curiosity, and hold 
out hopes of our Society being tbe means of making our day par* 
ticipate in the lives of our antecedent but kindred ephemera. 

January 1S74. 



THE KOIL MINAE; BY W. H. SMITH ESQ., D. C. L. 

As the accompanying extract from the pages of Ledlie'a 
Miscellany, a now forgotten Anglo-Indian Magazine, contains 
very nearly, if not quite, all that can now be known of what 
was no doubt a most interesting relic of antiquify, it will be 
well to preserve its memory in tbe proceedings of this 
Society. 

The hopes of tbe writer of tbe description were not fulfilled : 
CO far from "rescuing the pillar from tbe grasp of decay's 
effacing fingers," the local authorities by permission of Gov- 
ernment anticipated decay and performed the work of efface- 
jnent themselves, la 1861 a nnmbcr of bnildings round tbe 
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gT&at taoeqae, near whicli stood the Miliar, wen tbrovn down 
to make way Tor a square, whicIi the zeal of the Officiating; 
Collector had desigaed and filled with shops destined never to 
be used hj tax impracticable population. This officer does not 
seem to have been aware of the antiqaity or interest of the 
monnment. He considered it '* a much dilapidated block 
knnknr tower with the remains of a briok-work top/' mach as 
if 100 years hence, sapposing the Taj to be neglected, the 
English traveller were to describe it as a " miserable shell of 
brick-work with some wretched attempts at marble omamenta- 
tioa outside." It was said to be " nnsig'htiy and useless" and 
accordingly with the consent of the then Lieutenant Governor 
Mr. G. Edmonstone, was remorselessly destroyed. The only 
vestige of it which now remains is the inscription over the 
doorway, and the one Hindoo stone, mentioned by the writer 
of the notice in Ledlie's Miacellauy, which now lie in the 
gardens of the Allygurh Scientific Society. 

A district authority states that the pillar was built close by the 
site of the temple of Bajah Dore, which the conqueror of Koil 
had destroyed. A Bore clan of Rajpoots even now survives in 
the districts of Allygurh and Boolundshuhur, and there is no 
doubt that this family were once supreme in the neighbour- 
hood of Koil, but the existence of a Rajah Dore is more than doubts 
fuL As suggested* however by the writer of the extract it is 
most probable that the pillar was erected actually on tiie site 
of an old' Hindoo temple. 

A copy of the inscription is herewith given. 
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(From Ledlie's Miscelhiiy.}^ 

THE PILLAR AT COEL. 

This Pillar stands on high ground in the centre of the old 
Fort in the town of Coel, and forms, with the adjoining mosque, 
a conspicuous landmark for miles around. It is a plain round' 
tower on a square base, and appears to have been divided by 
external cornices into stages, oc it may be that balconies were at 
one time thrown out as in the Delhi pillar. At present thsre is 
left standing the first stage entire and a part of the second. 
The base is of block kunker, with a few pieces of sung surkh, 
the first stage entirely of block kuuker and what remains of the- 
second of burnt brick. From the somewhat irregular termina- 
tion of the block kunker at the top of the fijrst stage, it would* 
appear to ua that that stone had originally been canied higher, 
and indeed it is by no means improbable that the second stage, 
as it now stands, is the work of a far more modern era than the- 
•riginal pilUar. If the inscription can be depended upon, and' 
there can scarcely be a doubt of it, it must be so, as wo believe- 
burnt briuks are not to he found in any Fathan architectural 
remains. To the north is a doorway openmg on a spiral staircase 
which originally led to the top of the coliAnn, but now is perfect 
only as far as the first stage. This staircase, also of block kun- 
ker, is lighted by several aperturea in the outer wall and a door- 
way in it opens on the cornice, or balcony, at the top of the 
first stage. The lower stage is 54 feet high, the remains of the- 
second SO feet, so that the extreme altitude is 74 feet. Tho 
external circumference at the base is 80 feet, the thickness of the 
walls at the base is 6 feet, at the top of the first stage i^. 
Immediately where the block kunker staircase terminates there 
is laid across the stairway as it were to form one of the steps, a. 
Hindu pillar carved and Ornamented with mythological figures. 
This is the only Hindu stone we could discover in the whole 
pillar. Above this several beams of wood are laid acroes shewing- 
that the architects wbo built th6 eeeond stage, as it now 8taDd% 
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were very difTerent pereons from thuse who erected tbe first, and 
as the top story of a pillar is not bnilt before tbe lower it can 
scarcely be doubted tbat tbe remains of tbe second stage are of 
comparative modern origiD. Over tbe doorway is an inacription, 
in the ornamented character called Toghra, wbicb we haTe trans- 
lated thus — " This building was founded during tbe reign of the 
" most noble Sultan, master of the necks of mankind, defender 
*' of the world and of the faith, Sultan of Sultans, guide of the 
" faithful to safety, heir to the dominion of Solomon, lord of tbe 
" signet ring in tbe world, Abool Mozuffur Mahmood, son of tbe 
" Sultan. May Qod make his empire and government perpetual. 
"By order of the perfect master of wisdom, Azim Eootlagh 
" Kban, the mirror of truth and religion, chief of tbe chiefs of 
" Sere, and China, Bulbun Sbemshee, during the tJme of his 
"government. May his czalted tank be lasting. On the 10th of 
" Rujjub 652." In a former number we stated that the Mah- 
mood here mentioned was Naser-uldeen Mahmood, youngest son 
of Shems-uldeea Altamsh, and that the Kootlagh Khan here 
mentioned bad maVried after the death of Altamgh, the mother 
of this Mahmood and that Kootlagh Khan fell into disgrace the 
year after the pillar was erected. Some persons however have 
questioned the accuraCjf of this, as Elphinstone styles Naser- 
uldeen the grandson of Altamash, and also informs ns tbat " he 
reposed with entire confidence on the conduct of his Vizeer 
whose name was Gbeeas-nldeen Bulbun." The Bulbun mentioned 
in this passage was supposed to be the Bulbun Shemshee of tbe 
inscription. We will no w shew that the latter supposition is 
wrong and that Elphinstone was in error as to the paternity of 
Naser-uldeen Mahmood, Elphinstone appears to have been misled 
by tbe following passage of Ferishta— this portion of his history 
is but an abridgment of Ferishta :— " We have already related 
that when tbe elder son of Shems'Uldeen Altamsh died in Bengal, 
he conferred the Government of that principality on bis youngest 
son Mahmood to whom he also gave the title of Naser-uldeen." 
Brigg's Ferifihta I. 231. He thought ptobably that Mahmood 



was the yovmgat «ob of tbe first NaBcr-uldeen which would 
have made him the gEandson of Attamsh, But in the very lame 
page from which we have takea the above quotation there is the 
followiug passage : — " He was accordingly seated oa the throne 
of his father Shems-uldeen Altamsh, &:o." Altamah bad styled 
his eldest sou Naser-uldeen, and upon the premature death of the 
latter ia Bengal, he, Altamah, bestowed the same title on his own 
younger SOD, See Brigg's Ferishta, I- 210 ; see also pages 229, 230. 
In the Tajul Muaeir, a work of that time, and in every other In- 
dian history with which we are acquainted, Naseruldeen is al- 
ways styled the sou of Altamsb. It may just he that Elphin- 
stone adopted the error from D'Herbelot. With regard te 
Koottagh Khan the following quotation from Ferishta will 
snfiice :— " In the year 663 the King had some personal quar- 
rel with his mother, Mulika Jehan, who after the death of 
Shems-uldeen Altamsb, had married Seefood-deen Kutlagh 
Khan, a noble of the court. Nasir-uldeen in order to' remove 
his mother from Delhi conferred on her husband the Erovemment 
ofOude, and shortly after removed him to Beiraich. Kutlagh 
Khan, dissatisfied with this arrangement, prepared for rebellion 
and being joined by the ex-minister, Imad-ood-deea Zungany 
and Eibuk Kishly Khan, revolted. The Yizeer marched aga- 
inst them, and defeated the insurgents : the late minister Imad- 
ood-deea Zangany, was taken prisoner, and pat to death, but 
Seif-ood-deen Kutlagh Khan effected his escape and fled to 
Chittoor. The Vizeer destroyed the Fort in which Kutlagh 
Khan held out, but, being unable to secure his person returned 
to Delhi." The Vizeer here mentioned was the very Gheeas- 
nldeen ofElpbinstone, who, asallthe world knows succeeded to 
the throne on the death of his master : so that he and Kutlagh 
Khan were very different persons. Kutlagh Khan found means 
afterwards to raise an army and march to the very gates of Delhi, 
bat, being disappointed in hie expectations of finding many 
friends within the walls, disbanded his army and is never sifter- 
vards meatioaed in history. . 



There is no proof or likelihood of the Coel pillar having- heea 
designed as a mioar for a mosque ; on the contrary, the czistenoe 
of an iDBcription over the doorway is incompatible with such a 
supposition, it heing^ eontraiy to Mahometan practice to enj^raTO 
inscriptions on the minarets of mosques. The pillar (as we 
jnentioned in our August number) has no connection with 
the adjoining mosqne, which also is a comparatively modera ^ 
building, baring been founded nearly 600 years aft«r the 
date of the pilhir,by Sabit Khan, Ooreraorof Coel, in the time 
of the Emperor Mahmood Shah, and there are no traces or traiii> 
tions of a moBqne of earlier date having stood on the site of the 
present one. Our conclusion therefore is that the pillar ^u not 
designed as a miuaret of a mosque, nor as a watch tower (aa we 
formerly suggested) though it may have been used as such after- 
irards, but as a monument of the second and final subjugation of 
the Hindoo Rajahs of Coel ; the iirst temporary conquest having 
been made in A. H. 509, by Kootub-ood-deen Eibuk, in the time 
of the Emperor Sababood-deen Gboree. From the fact of frag- 
ments of pillars and idols being found amongst the materials 
of the stair case of the column, we may safely conjecture 
that its site was once occupied by a Hindoo temple which was 
destroyed by the Mahomedan conqueror, and part of its materials 
used in the construction of his trophy. 

The Hindoos are of course unwilling to take this view of the 
question, and olaim the column as the work of their own Btyahs. 
Tlie fo!lowiug is tbere legend on the subject :— 

In eumbut 4^9 or A. D. 37^ Rajah Bikram Seyn of the Dore 
tribe of Rajpoots was ruler of Burrun, (now Bolnndshnber), and 
his brother Kalee Rajah was ruler of JulUlee, both being tribu- 
taries to Rajah Arrungpal. Bikram Seyn had two sons, Indur 
Seyn and Mokundur Seyn, the former succeeded his father at 
Burrun, and the latter his nncle at Jull^ee. Mokundur Seyn 
was succeeded by hiason Gobind Seyn and he again by his son 
Nahur Singh, wbo built the ibrt of Sunbul. After him came his 
grandson Dusruth Singh, the feunder of the fort of Jaleyeur, who 
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Jying childless, was succeeded by hig brother Bijjey Ram. The 
next rnler of Jullalee was the letter's son, Bajah BoodheyBea. 

Ooe day as he was riding from Jullalee to Delhi, considerably 
ahead of his folloi^cTs, he came to a jheel, (in old Hindee called 
Kol) be dismounted, and waiting for his retiane, when a fox 
«ame up, and began to bark at him. The Rajah very much irri- 
tated, drew bis sword and struck at the fox, but Reynard retreat- 
led into a convenient hole, and from theiice continued yelping at 
the Bajah, and occasionally saDyiug forth whenever the Rajah 
iumed his back. This state of things continued till the Rajah's 
suite arrived. Afler consoliug their master, they suggested that 
there must be some excellent inherent quality in the soil, which 
had imparted to the contemptible creature like the fox, vigor 
«nd audacity to enable him to set at nought a royal Rajpoot ; 
and that therefore it would be a deeiralde site for the foundation 
of a city and fort. Bajah Boodheysen, afW consulting his astro- 
loger, found that it was an auspicious moment for the purpose, 
so at once he dug up a little clay from tlte jheel with his own 
dagger, and laid the foundation of a city wliich he named Eol 
after the jheel. In seven years the fortress and city were 
finished, and the seat and Government was removed from Jullalee 
to Qoel, which became the capita.1 of a large kingdom, comprising 
Tuttialee, Budaou, Sumbhul, Kumpill, Jaleysur and Burrun. Af- 
ter a leign of 65 years, the Rajah was succeeded by his son Mun- 
gulseyn. The latter made an alliance with the Bajah Beem of 
Mahrerah and Etawah, and gave his daughter Pudmontee in 
marriage to bis heir. On Bajah Beem's death his sons deposed 
and murdered their eldest brother, and Pudmontee returned a 
widow to her father's house at Coel ; she became a devotee of Gunga 
and her father bnilt for her a lofty colnmn in the centre of his fort- 
ress from whence she might be able to view daily the sacred river. 
Another version of the legend is that the unfortunate Pud- 
montee was alive in this column, like the Constance of Mannion. 
" What was this tower al Btrengtli P Within ite cavo — 
What treasure Isf so lock'd, so bid f a nomau'B grave" 
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Altbongh we would much rather look dpon this pillar as the 
Bhrine whence the sad and g^entte Pudmontee paid her orisoiui to 
GuDga, than as the trophy of a conqaeror, we are bouud, by a 
regard to truth, to confess onr utter disbelief in the above fable, 
and to us it appears quite as probable (if not more so) that Coel 
was founded by oH King Cole, of glorious memory, as by the 
BAJah Soodseyn of the Hindoo legend. 

We will conclude our account of the pillar by expressiog a 
hope that either the local authorities, or the Goverameiit may be 
induced to interpose in behalfof this relic of antiquity. It ought 
to be restored either wholly or at all events repaired and covered 
in from the weather. Though vastly inferior to the Kootub 
Minar in size and beautyMitis of almost equal historical interest, 
and deserves to be rescued from the grasp of Decay's eHacing 
fingers. 



BAJAH JAEKISHUN DASS BAHADUR, 
0. S. L, 
Deputy Colleclor. 

J)a(ed AlUgurk, the 25ii October, 1S73. 
Bear Sift, 

In reply to your favor dated SOth instant, I beg to state 
that the idols lying in the gardens of the Institute have been 
collected from three places, viz., some were found in the pillar 
that stood near the Jama Musjid of Coel and others were brought 
from the Khera of Lakhnoon, Fergunnah Hathrass, Zillah Alli- 
gurb, and the old fort of Muttra. They belong to three reli- 
gions of which one is an image of the incarnation of Boodha and 
two are of the Jain religion, and as far as I know all these 
three came from Lakhnoon. The remaining ones belong to 
the Hindoo religion, some of them having been found in the 
BalakiUa Pillar and others brought &om Muthra, the former 
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of wliicTt do not appear to be more than 700 years old. The 
pillar which the Mahomedans had erected after pulling down 
the temple of Raja Dore was coastmcted in 653 Hijra in the 
reign of Saltan Nasir-ud-din, a copy of the Arabic Inscription 
of which with translation is herewith enclosed. The temple- 
of the Baja Dore with whom the Mahomedans fought was on 
the site of the present Jama Musjid. The idols of the Jain 
religion appear to be more than 2,000 years old, and this con- 
jecture is based on the fact that all the idols that have been 
sculptured after Bikermajeet, bear his era while these do not. 
One idol of the Hindoo religion bearing Palee inscription also 
appears to be more than 2,1100 years old, and belongs to that 
period when that language was prevalent in this country and the 
Hindoos oa becoming conquerors cut the images of their reli- 
gion on the back of the inscription as a monument of their vic- 
tory, but no body of this place can decipher it. The pillar on 
the Coel Fort was demoliahed by the consent of the Mahome- 
dans under orders of Mr. ■ the Collector in August 
1862, and it was then agreed that if the Mahomedans would 
come forward with some eubeeriptioo, the Government would 
contribute an equal amount from which shops should be con- 
structed round the Mnsjid, the income whereof being expended 
on the repairs of the Mnnjid. - The pulling down of the pillar 
was thought advisable by Mr. ■ on the ground that in 
bis opinion it would disfigure the road constructed round the 
MuBJid. 

Some of the best idols that came from the Muthra Fort 
were sent to the Agra Exhibition and still lie there. 

ZSrd Ocloler m&. 
My dear ■ ■, 

The so called " Pillar" at Koel Bala Koti was in reality a 
much dilapidated block kunker Tower with the remains of a 
brick-work top ; it was fulled down in 1S61 or tbe beginning of 
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1862 by orJora of the late G, Etlmonatone, Lientenant Gor- 
cmor, N.-W. P., as it was unsightly and useless and 
blocked up part of the square which was at that time being 
opened out round the mosque which was surrounded to its walls 
by houses, all of which were cleared away at the same time that 
the tower was brought down. 

Yours sincerely, 



NOTES ON FIROZABAB AND FIROZ KHAN 

CONTBIBUTED BY MESSRS BBALE AND BENSON. 
MEMO. 
I beg the Secretary of the Agra Archsological Society to 
take an early opportunity of laying before the Members the ac- 
compauying papers concerning Firozabad. The founder may be 
identified with the persoB buried on the W. of the Gwalior rond 
about half a mile S. of the European lines. The tomb is a very 
fine building, and ought to be photographed. I have had a road 
made to it. 

H. G. KEENE. 
14^ January 1874, 



Copy of Extract &om the Proceedings of the Sudder 
Board of Revenue. N.-W. P. 

Shah Soofkb or Shah Sofee, a Mahomedan saint whosv 
ehrine is at a village called Soofeapoor in the Fergonah of Feroza- 
bad.in Agra. It is related by the Khadims of the Durgah that 
in the reiga of the Emperor Akbar, Shah Soofee, a fakeer of 
some celebrity, wandered from Ispahan to India, and look up 
bis hermitage among the Jumua ravines near the city of 
Chandwar then the country town of the perganah of the samtf 
oame^ and which from the remains which still cover the sn- 
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votiDding. oouDtry for miles, mioed mosquea, dil^ipidbtfid 
octagon inauBolea> fallen eutranoe gates and such like works of 
eostly Etrength, must have been aa important post in a fiscal 
and military poini) of view. At the time from' which the fable 
ftf Shah Soofee's miracles commence, Bajab Chandersein was the 
lord' of the Fort of Chandw&r, and a troublesome tributary of 
the Dehli Court. Non-compliance with the Royal demands fo* 
payment of revenue, brought upon the Raja ihe investment of 
his fort by the army of Akbar, who-is said to have- commanc^ed 
his forces in person, and> to have prosecuted his attack with no 
approach to Buccesa for a period', which the credulous or impos- 
ing Khadims of the establishment have exalted into- a term of 
tea years. In the language of oriental metaphor, fhe Emperor 
is said to have planted^ a mangoe tree on the commencement of 
the siege and to have eaten the fruit of it, ere his success 
was secured, This success was owed to the anchorite- of the 
ravines, Sh^Soofee. During>a severe land storm, the lamps 
of the entire camp were put out, and the light <rf the Shah's hu* 
alone glimmered in the surrounding darknses. This extraordinary 
tact led t^ the Shah's being visited by some of the courtiers. 
Tfae miraculous cbaraster of the even4; being much commented 
on by the visitors, the Shah acknowledged- himself to be undei 
the special favor of Heaven and in the end the conversation 
turned upon the difficulries of the si^, and the grateful sense 
of the hermit's interference which the Sovereign would entertain 
in the- event of its being brought to a close by his holy means, 
^e Shah promised the required aid, and declared that the fort 
Bhouldi he captured by a fixed day. Thus mneh £9r the Emperoit 
In respect to the Eajab, the Shah, aeted very efTectually upon his 
superstitious (ears — told him that the fort was destined to fall) 
and proffered bis own miraculous powers to secure for the Raja 
» safe and honorable retreat for himself, family and valuables^ 
The whole were accordingly passed invisible through the 
besieging camp, and the Raja quitted Hindustan for the Eastward. 
Jta letum for this valuable service tlie Emperor bestowed half - 
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an bamlet of Chandtvar on tlie Shah. The place atsomed the 
name of Soofeepoor, and has since been inhabited by the 
descendants of the Shah. The d^c^^w of Shah Soofee took 
place soon afler the grant was made and he was bnried on the 
brow of a deep ravine^ a handsome tomb being erected over 
his remains. The Hansolenm is still in good order and forma 
a picturesque object in the midst of the doeolation of the Junoa 
raviaes in the vicinity of Chaadw&r and Feerozabod. Its 
pretty dome and minarets commanding as they do the heights 
of the Jamna ravines often lead the voyagers on the river to 
visit the shrine of the saint and landwards, the bnilding is an 
objeet of interest and beaaty, which (says Mr. Maneel, Collec* 
tor of Agra, in a letter to the Commissioner of Revenue at Agra, 
dated 29th May 1839, No. 125) all would regret to see lost to 
the country. There are several d&Iins, a handsome gate, and a 
small mosqne oomprised within the bnilding, and the whole is 
kept in occasional- good repair by the <^tlay of part of the funds 
of the grant. The fable of the whole is palpable in the extreme. 
Indeed the Kaja who under the name of Chandarsein was oosted 
from Chandwir, lived, it is supposed, by those best acquainted with 
the annals of Feerozabad, in the reign of Alauddeen, and his 
descendants were the party who fell under the displeasmre of 
Akbar. 

TO H. G. KEENE, Esq. 
Sir, 

In reply to your letter of today's date enquiring who was the 
founder of the town of Feerozabad in the district of Agra, I beg 
to say that I have not read in any books the name of the founder, 
but I think that Feeioz Shah Tughlak, King of Dehlie, who died 
after a reign of 38 years in 790 A. H. (1388 A.D.) was the founder 
of that town because it is recorded that he had constructed 
during his reigo numerous buildings and canals, as also the fort 
of Feerozabad in old DeUie. 

The inclosed is a copy of an Extract taken by me, from the 
Proceedings of the Sudder Board of Revenue, N.-W. P., at the 



time I was serving^ ia that office — it contains an account of a 
Mahomedan saint whose tomb is in Feeionbad. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
T. W. BEALE. 
Agra, QiA 8epi«m6er 1873. 



IQtA Septmher. 
Ut diar Eekni, 

I dont knov whether I may not have mentioned it to yoa, 
but the local tradition as to the foandiag of Feerozabad is that 
it was in Akbar's time : Todar Mull was displeased with the 
misbehnTionr of the villagers of Asi&bad, then a considerable vil- 
lage two miles east of Feerozabad, as he passed through, and on 
arriving at Agra prevailed on Akbar to have it (Asifabad) razed: 
Firoz Shah, a eunuch of the palace, was sent to carry the order 
out and he built a new village on the site of present Feeroza- 
bad, calling the place after his own name. There are old ruins 
about Asifabad, mostly between it and Feerozabad. 

But up to Akbar's time Feerozabad was not the capital of the 
pergunnah, it was known as Chandw&r — part of it was in Bipn 
Feerozabad is comparatively modem. 

As for Sufipur and Chindwir the latter was an old Hindu Fort, 
hut was 1»ken either by the Ghoris Shahabaddin probably or 
perhaps not till Nasiraddin's time. Hie l^end about Shah 
Sufi b an inexplicable muddle. I have heard it before, or parti- 
ally, I detained the paper to take copy. 

Yours, 

T. BENSON* 
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Notes on some inscriptions in the Agn Fort; by Lala 

■Bahal Rai, H.A.S.A. 

DEWAN KHAS IN THE AGRA FORT. 

This palace was built by tbe orders of Shabjeban in the year 
1010 A. H. and Keare an ioBCription in Fersiao poetry in eulogy 
of the founder and the building with the date of iU erection in 
the last verae. Tbe translation of whicb is given below : — 

1,— "The erection of such an enchanting and Biiblitne Palace 
kas exalted Akbarab^d to tbe skies. 

Z.—" The balustrades of tbe exalted palace appear like tbe 
indentations of tbe letter (seen ) S in tbe sky. 

3. — " Such are tbe attributes of this palace that by bowing 
down in adoration the evil destiny of man is effaced from tbe 
forehead. 

i. — "Among the many Tirtaes of the Emperor nobility is 
the principat whilst good nature is inherent in his palace. 

5.—" Whatever tyranny existed be effectually quelled, 

". And oppression bas been tied down by Hbe chain of bis jastice. 

'6. — " The chain of his justice is absorbed in tbe look out to 
redress tbe oppressed. 

7. — " So great was bis foresight that he could antic^ate 
even a man's dreams. 

8.—" May be always continue as resplendent in his palace as 
tbe euD shines in the firmanent. 

9. — " Since bis palace has adorned tbe world tbe eartli bas 
been exalted to tbe heavens. 

19.—" Tbe spirit of King Sahib Kirfu* (Taimnr or Tamerlane) 
«, t ^ -:, . fii,. T is proud of the greatness of Shah 
hiQWftstheBeoondSrfhifi-i-lfiran Jehan, the Emperor of the world. 
' or " Lord of the ooq junctioa «f 
Jupiter and VenuB."— (Agra 
Ouido p. 28. 

11—" Tbe embellishments of this Palace are bo dazzling that 
tbe Heavens have not s^ea its like on the earth. 
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12. — "The Btirface of its roof is liigli and shines like the 
san whilst the sky is thrown beneath it as its shadow. 

13. — " I bethought me of ascertaining its date in a chiono- 
gram when the gates oF benevolence opened on me on every 
side. 

14. — " And my good genius prompted me to say (SdMt 
Sardi-a Huomat/ottn Atat) happy palace and propitious foundation t" 

Nate by Pretidtnt. — The Socie ty ia ronoh indebted to Mr. J. W. Aleiui- 
der foT the f ncaimileB beiegireni alio to Lala Bahftl £u f or hia editing 
of then. 

H. Q. K. 
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TRANSLATION OP THE INSCRIPTION ON THE DELHI 

GATE OP THE AGEA FORT. 

" His Miyeaty the Emperor JamsliiJ— like in dignity, Fro- 

tector of the Kingdom, Shadow of 

Not* ly ih, PMrid«rf.-C6m. ^'>^' Jal41-ud-din Mahamiid Akbar 

MM tba FattefapoT inicription Bidshih set oat ••■>....• 

(Aara Guid* p. 68.) ThM« Idb- •4.1 * tt 1 nno 

5ri?Uou. «^mem<,»t« tbe m the year A. H. 1008 

oonquMt o! EhJwdM In k. D. And in 1010 

1602. 

arrived at Agra.* 

" When the Emperor of the \vorld sate oa the throne it was 
exalted so high that its legs rested on the sky, 

"And the Ancient Heavens exclaimed in exstacy 'may this 
reign last for ever I' 

" The poet ' Ndnue' wishing to write the date of the King's 
accession to the Throne, became enraptarcd with the King's 
pr»sea and benedictions. 

" Extracting an Alif (which resembles a needle) from the 
following verse and running it into his enemies' eyes the poet 
exclaimed, 
•* " May our King Jahingir he the Emperor of the World 1 " 

The writer and composer of the above inscription was Mo- 
homed M&soon. 

Nora. 

Many words in the first two lines of this inscription have 
„...„■,. r.... t^cn defaced and are now qnite ille- 
^^.'^£^r^^-;;S'Z giW, henoe th.y <»uld\ot b, 
found in the groond floor translated. Some words have also 
clumber to the right of the become illen:ible in the 5th and 6th 
SS;i';fcS.'^iSri1 Hn»,but.h.y have b^.in»rt»d 
the Unw h^QninK Bhdh.i- conjectarally by the undersigned m 
Joftiin ekim garifi are k uMnte the copy ; and he hopes that they 
and UUc '»*?*PtJ°»7«*^ will be found correct. If not he 
to his SOB and waoeotaot, and , ^i , j -n -l- 

pnt, for oonTenienoB, in the hopes that readers will excuse htm 
vawmt Bpaoa that had bsen left for the liberty he has taken and 

^^''T.^i.%1'*^' I^*t "^tn** substitute the correct words inform- 
by whioh the rednndant letter . ,, ., j- i 
in the chronogrfun has been uig the writer accordmgly. 
diipoaed of Is very cleter ud 
wlumiloal.j 
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The black Marble Throne ia the ,Fort of Agra was made 
by orders oE the £mperor Akbar, three years before hia death, ia 
the year 1011 A. H., for bis son. Sultan Suleem, and it still exists 
in the Fort of Agra though it is at present cracked in two^the 
cause of the fissure is unknown. It contains inscriptions in 
Persian by Akbar and Jah^ngir, a translation of which is here- 
with annexed. 

1.—" A King whose sword cuts the head of his enemy into 
two halves like the Q-emini Stars, which signifies a Mighty King 
before whom no enemy can stand. 

2. — " May this propitious Throne be a place for the reclining 
of future Kings. ' 

S. — " The stone of this Throne is a standard for such Kings as 
are equal with Angels ; a touch stone for the gold and silver of 
the Sun and Moon. 

The Sun and Moon pay homage to this Throne. 

4. — " In dark nights it shines as resplendently as the Full 
Moon, and 

Like a solitary pearl it is invaluable. 

6. — " Metlionght of ascertaining its date, and therefore in- 
voked the aid of the Great God. 

6. — " As long as the Heaven is a Throne for the Sun said I, 
may the Throne of Suleem Shah last. lOII A. H. 

7. — '' May the Throne of King Suleem Akbur be embellished 
with the light of Providence, 

The following lines were added by Jah^ngeer to the above :— 

8. — " When Suleem (Heir of the Throne and Seal) sat on the 
Throne and administered laws to the world. 

9. — " His name became Jahjngeer as his nature was and from 
the light of hia justice he was designated ' Nooi-ood-deen.' " 
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XXII 

AN ACCOUNT OP THE BUILDINGS ACROSS THE 

RIVER OPPOSITE THE TAJ. BY RAI MATHRA 

DAS, M. A. S. A. 

ASIF KHAN'S GARDEN.— Nawab Asif Khaa alias 
Yameen-oll-dowlah planted this garden for pleasure and amnse- 
iaent> It is also called Asif-abkd garden. The land of the 
garden is at present under cultivation. The building appertaining 
to the garden was erected in the reign of Shah Jeh&n. Asif- 
Khan vas the Vazesr and father-in-law of Shah-JehJin and 
father of Moomtaz-iiuhal, Two wells, two bastions, and traces 
of buttresscB, on the river side are still extant. Materials of the 
enclosure were taken to the Railway. This building bears no 
inscription, 

KABOOLU-GARDEN.— This Garden was laid out by 
Kaboolu Begum a dependent or relation of Shah Jeh&n. It 
is almost a ruin. Dehns of the compound are carried to the 
Railway. 

ACHANUK BAGH.— Was planted by Aehanuk Begum for 
her mausoleum. Fragments of wells, buttresses, terraces and 
domes are still to be traced. 

KAHIT VALA BAGH.— No mark of thife building can be 
braced ont now. 

KASIM KHAN'S BAGH.— No mark of this building can be , 
traced out now. 

KUTCHPOORAH MOSQUE.— This mosque is situate in 
Kutchpoorah Village in a ruinous and delapedated state. Was 
founded by King Hooraayoon. Two poetical insoriptiona detailino- 
the date of completion (927 A. H.) and name of the founder 
are still to be seen on one of the walls of this mosque. The 
Baalee appertaining Ut this mosque isf now surrounded by the 
huts of the chumars. 
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« HahoDifcl Hoom^ooB cliampioa of tlie rMffiaa." 

" The fotindatloii of whoM diptuty was highw than the aky." 

" In oomplunoe with hii imperial numdate and loyaJ dMiee." 

" Was «Mated this happj (bnilding) from floor to top." 

Thia TBiM oontaiu the date of ita completion. 

" Hehoned Hoomayoon, King of the field of leligion. 

" Thi* bnildi&K la aa pnre aa the heart of a aefee." 

" Denial from its purit j la injnatioe." 

Aa it waa brought to cempletion bjr the ezertioni of Zan-ool-£hafee. 

Ita date ia fonnd in (hj the eieitioiu of Zan^>ol-Ehafee. 

MEHTAB BAGH.— This buildiog was constructed at the 
direction of Shab-Jehan, of this, can now be seen a bastion, 
scattered portions of boundaiy wall, a well and several delape 
dated terraces. 

CHAR BAGH.— Thia garden was laid out b; Baber, ^raod 
father of Kin^ Akbar. It was also called Gool-Fishkn or 
L&l Bagh. Adjoining to it is a Baolee a stone of which bears 
marks of some Arabic InscriptioQ. A mosque appertaining to 
this garden was explored after the mutiny. 

MOTEE BAGH.— Thia building was constructed by Motee 
Begnm, sister of Shah Jehan. No inscription could betraced 
there. The central dome ia no occupied by chumars by tha 
permiasion of Zemindar Bhola Nath and Ali Box. 



NOTE ON GENERAL CUNNINGHAM'S 

Prefiwe to Reixnt for 1874-72, VoL IV. 

Bt thb FaxsiDZHT A. S. A. 

General Cunningham has accepted the Office of Vice-Patron 
of our Society, and has accompanied his acceptance by an ad- 
vanced copy of his Preface to the Volume of his Surrey Report 
containing the description by Messrs. Beglar and Carlleyle of 
their work at Delhi and Agra. His remarks extend to two 
subjects as to which be differs from his Assistants ; the Kutb- 
Jlin&s of Delhi and the JakAngin Mahl of Agra : and they will 
be found very inteieating. 
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As to tW former liowever, it seems eooagh to say ihat Mr. 
'Beglar appears entirely coDTiDced of the error he bas made in 
attributing a Hindu origin to any part of the Kutb tower ; 
and thnt the General's arguments on the subject are to be re- 
^rded us finally eonclusive. At the same time Mr. Beglar's 
argument, that whatever the foundations that is the superstruc- 
ture, is not uSected : the process is right, the error of the con- 
clusion was due to the orror of the ptemisses. I note this as to 
tlie tower, of which the foundations are admitted by both 
these gentlemen to be «outemporaBeou8 with the three lower 
storeys. In regard however te the foundations of the Masjid 
(of which the tower is an appendage in the way of an Italiaa 
compauile) I observe that the General still adheres to tha 
belief that the foundations are those of the original Hindu 
temple on whose site the conquerors confltracted their mosque 
by a rearrangement of the superstructure. At tlie same time 
I would beg attention to an argument in Mr. Growse's Mathura, 
founded on the arrangement of the colonnades in the Asai KAamia 
or " Palace of Nanda" at Malifiban. The General holds that " it 
is obvious that they (the pillars of the Kutb Mosque) have been 
re-arranged and made up to their present height by the Mahom- 
medans, by piling tho shafts of two or three pillars one over tfaa 
other." Upon this Mr. Growe remarks that Mah&bau shows that 
this does not necessarily follow. At Mah&haa, at least, the 
Hindus themselves made this curious arrangement in the origin- 
al construction : for the pillars there are in titu and must have been 
orio^uaUy so put up by the Hindu architects, and that this " is 
proved by the outer row of columns which are each of one un- 
broken shaft, yet precisely the same in height as the doubl« 
pillars of the inner aisles" " consisting, as it were of two short 
columns set one upon the other." A full account of this remark- 
able building will be found at page 149 of Mr. G.'fi DUiricC 
Memoir. It is curious that each writer claims the support of 
Fergusson ; the General sayiag (of his view that the superposi- 
tion of one pillur on auothei prove Mosaalm&a re-«rniDgeiaeiit) 
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''this waa equally cfenr to Mr. Fergusson as it is to me." White 
Mr. Ofowse with similar positiveness remark, that be {Fergu3<- 
sod) "coDoludes as most probable" that the Delhi coloonade 
" now stands as origiaally arranged by the Hindus," The em- 
ployment of Hindu artificers by the rongh warriors of the Coo^ 
quest will probably accouut for most of the anomalies that lead 
to these discrepancies. In the meantime the Society has no pre- 
sent special knowledge on these subjects, and' we can only 
indicate them as matter for examination to be made hereafter. 

But when we come to the remarks on the Fort of Agra we are 
on ground, so- to speak, of our own ; and any one of us can at 
ence test 'the truth or probability of speculations and assertions. 
The General referg to this particularly in his note, and calls 
on na to follow up bis new theory: it is indeed new; audit 
involves the surrender of ton many accepted beliefs to be hastily 
adopted. The theory, briefly stated, is this. That the old 
Path&u Fort of Badalgurk is not merely represented but actu- 
ally existent in the present Fort ; that the JaAaitgiri Mahl was 
the work of the Lodi Emperors whom Biibar overthrew ; that 
B&bar himself lived there : and that the outworks of the Fort 
and the Amar Sinh gate constitnte about the sum total of 
Akbar's work at Agra. 

Now, it may be at once admitted that the mere name proves 
nothing, and that Agra traditions an, are a rule, worthless. 
It must be added that Jabangir's palace was no doubt to 
the north of the Diwan-i-kkas of Shih Jah^n his successor^ 
and that the present Water-Gate is on or near to the Bar- 
sani LartoazaR, whence the former Emperor used to see exe- 
cutions and beast-fights as mentioned hy contemporary writers 
referred to by the General, and also in my Lehli Handbook, Ap- 
pendix A. 

But when the General goes on to claim a liodi origin for the 
^ahangiri Mahl he goes on less proved ground. The fact asserted 
by him that it is, in design and detail an imitation of the palace 
9f I^a Slab at Gwalior may be— and I think ought to- be — 
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flccqttcd.on anch anthority ita the General's. Ita worth as an 
ar^ment may, however, be tested by any of us ; aod this should 
not be done without TememberiDg that the so-called JodA Bai 
Palace at Fattahpur, which it also resembles as closely as it well 
can, was certainly not a building of Lodi times. 

Further, I am not aware that any other building of the Lodi 
times presents Hindn pecnliarities met as those mentioned by 
the General, no/ was there any reason why this should be. The 
Ijodis were a race ruling at the very decline of the Pathan Em- 
pire ; their known buildings are few and unimportant, without 
trace of Hindu ideas, or even of Hindu Snish. The eclectic Ak- 
bar on the other hand, in bis Fattahpur buildings and others, 
was only carrying out a scheme which he applied to Religion, 
Finance, and the Public Services, for the formation of a new 
nation by the reconcilement of races and systems. 

The Amar Sink Chite is part of outworks more recent than 
the rest of the Port. Other parts of those outworks will be 
fonod on the river face, and indeed the whole way from this out-, 
work to the head of the Railway Bridge. There is no proved 
foundation for the story that the gate was built in memory of 
Afoar SinA; and the only basis of truth in it seems to be, that 
three sons of a Bajput Chief, named Akhiraj (nephew by mar- 
riage of Akbar) were killed in a fight arising out of a tumult caused 
by themselves in Jahangir's Durbar. And as 
Amar Sinh was similarly killed, many years 
later, his name was perhaps on that account given to the gate built 
long before hia death.* Pinch, in the early part of that reign, was 
told that the elephant statues which were then standing over the 
Satkia Piti were raised to the memory of such Rajahs, Hence it 
would appear certain that the Amar Sinh Gate — which moreover is 
not mentioned by Finch — could not have been built by Akbar, or 
how could the traditions have arisen by which it became connected 
with an event that occurred— according to my theory in the reign 
of his son, according to the current tradition in that of his grand- 
son. If therefore, as the General— in my opinion quite rightly— 
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concludes, it be the fact that the inner ivorka are contemporaneous 
vith the red Mahl, and the Amar Sink gate and other ontwarks 
somewhat later, that will not prove that the former are worka 
of the Pathana. Moreover, not only are these inner works in th^ 
well-known eclectic etyle of Akbar, but ,the outworks are not in 
that style hut in one later, more pointed, arched, and indebted 
to the use of coloured tiling and inlay which Akbar did not u^e. 

The Oeneral says that the outer walla are admittedly the 
work of Akbar : where is thia admission made and by whom ? The 
argument from their inferior strength and solidity tells against 
it; all we know of Akbar and hie times leads us to expect 
more solid fortification from him than from his less dis- 
turbed and more luxurious sucesBors. la the early part of Ak- 
bar's reiga a strong caatle was an element of safety not to be 
neglected ; in the time of Jah£ngir and all but the very last 
days of Shih Jahin ornament was more thought of. That the 
walls on the riverside were then added will appear from two con- 
siderations. In the early part of JahEingir's reign the King and 
his courtiers could see executions and beast fights from the water- 
gate : the space opposite the water-gate is now covered and 
enclosed . by the walls ia question, and leaves no spaces for any 
such exhibition to be held. And secondly, the water-works for 
bringing up the water, to the Palace of Shah Jahan as to the 
Moti UoBJid, are all in these walls* 

The theory advanced by the General will, if I am right, de- 
part as much from the tr^th in one direction as the popular tra- 
dition does in the other. I venture to think that the tradition that 
the young Akbar founded the Fort of Akbarabad about the year 
1566 A. D. after the* old Pathan castle had been completely 

destroyed by war and earthquake, will be found 
boob, p. 21. ^^^ truth. Also that the Jakangiri Mahl was 

built by him in the said Fort about the same 
time as the Jodh Sat Mail of Futtehpoor, and was intended for the 
residence of the Heir-apparent — afterwards Jah^gir— and his 
Hindu wives. Lastly that the Amar Sinh gate and the oute? 
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walls along the riTer-front were aiiei, either late in Jahangir's 
reig^or earlyin that of hie son. 

I may add that I have lately made a c areful study of the Amar 
Siah gate in company with Mr. J. W. Alexander, the gentleman to 
whose skill and energy we are so much indebted for the good work 
now being done in the Port. I fonad — and Mr. Alexander will I 
think confirm me — that the whole barbican with both its doorways 
has been added to the original bastion of the Fort looking up the 
S'rand Road towards the Taj . Not only is the style different, but 
the stone is not the same, being harder and of brighter colour. 
And, what is most decisive, the inner gate interrupts the cornice 
and friezes of the wall in which it is imbedde d in a manner which 
could never have been done had it formed part of the original 
Btructare, The outer gateway has been inUid with coloured stones 
in the manner of the portals of the Sikundra tomb ; and I do 
not think there would be any undue rashness in attributing this 
whole outwork to a date somewhere about the middle of the reign 
of Jahaogir, or say A. D. 1612 — 20. On the landward sidethe 
work is connected with the Dehli Gate by a low crenellated wall ; 
on the river side there is a complete fortification taking in abroad 
belt of land which I believe to have been Akbar's original glagia. 
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Khalil-oolka Klian and Aijuq, jt was ordeerd that three gentle- 
men of the Bedchamber should coD^sy his body to hig o^n people, 
'whoraked a disturhaooe...at the gateway." [" is not appear 
at what gate Amar Sing's people wure etationed.J 

P. 1^. — I have heen favoured by Prof. Blochmann with Bome 
historical reFerencea regarding the Fort of Ajfra together with 
A note from which I venture to borrow the following : — "The 
Ked Stone Palace ia, however, nowhere mentioned. The 
extracts go to shew that the Lodi Palace at Agra might have 
partially existed before the Lodis, because Agra Fort is men- 
"■tiwed as -existiog ia -the 11th oentury. Two historians say 
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NOTK. 

■[Tlie following extract from the ShaJyaMnndmah gives the 
story of Amar Sinh.] 



"A. H. *1054 on the SOto Jumad 1st after sunset in the 

, , , , ^ „ aesembly of ■ the Emperor, Amar Sinh 

2Stb Julj 'A. D. 16M. 

Rdihor killed Saldbai Khan the Mir BaUsU 
with a dao^r. He was slain by order of the Emperor by 
Khalil-oollah Khan and Aijun. It waa ordeerd that three gentle- 
men of the Bedchamber should convey his body to his own people, 
xvhoraised a disturbanoe,..at the gateway." [It is not appear 
at what gate Amar Sing's people wure stationed.] 

P. >^. — I have been favoured by Prof. Blochmann with some 
historical references regarding the Fort of Agra together with 
a note from which I venture to borrow the following ;— " The 
Bed Stone Palaoe is, however, nowhere mentioned. The 
extracts go to shew that the Lodi Palace at Agra might have 
partially existed before the Lodis, because Agra Port is men- 
Ationed as -existing in -the Hth century. Two historians say 



that the Lodi Fort and Palace were brickhuildinga. If there* 
fore the Bed Stone Palace is bnilt of red stone, it cannot 
belong to the age before Akbar. 

" The Akbarniimah says that Akbar removed even the fonn- 
dations of the Lodi Fort (which he himself inhabited from 
966 to 972, A. H.), and I cannot see how portions could have 
left standing. On the other hand, the Akbam&mah seems 
to prove that Akbar's Fort was put on the same place where 
Bfidalgarh stood ; henoe it seems that he had nothing to do 
with selecting the site. But the real question is. Did the 
Lodis baild B&lalgurh on the site of the ancient Fort, or 
did they merely enlarge it ?" 



EXTRACTS 

Conutttmicated by Professor Blochmaim, M. A. 

Badioni II., '74. 

In this year (972 A. H.) orders were given to build the Fort 
fari) of Agra. The old Fort lokici viat of -brick, was now or- 
dered to be built of heira stones, 

SAWINIH-I-AEBABI, 

In the beginning of this year (10th year of Akbar, i. e. afler 
the middle of 972), orders were given to remove the old Fort 
of Agra, the foundations of which from a^ had become 
shaken, and to build a srong Fort of hewn stones. Clever 
architects carried the lowest foundation beyond the place where 
water was reached, and planned a Fort with four gates and 
twenty high turrets. The red stones of which the foundatioa 
and the whole Fort were built, were so joined that yon could nob 
have put a hair between them, and from the distance it looked 
as if the whole was made of one stone. Three thousand and 
four hundred workmen were daily engaged in the building, and 
yet it took eight years to complete it. The work was under 
the Bupeiintendence cf Qasin Kb&a, The thii^ess (pr. 
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breadtb) of tbe walls was 30 imperial yards {?«), and tlieir 
height CO yards. But id the Tahagat it is said that the width 
of the walls was 10 yards, and the Fort had a deep ditch, the 
sides of which were enbanked with maBoary. Tbe width of 
the ditch was 8 yards, and its depth was 10 yards The water 
was supplied from the Jumna, and in the Maasir-aUUmora it is 
said that the fort cost 7 krorcs Tanljahs, i. c, 35 lace of Rupees. 

(The passage in the Tabagat is given in Elliot's Historians 
by Dowson, Vol. V. for 295. There are several discrepancy. 
Tbe Tabagat too says that the old fort was of brick. 

The AMamdmah {II. 311) describes the building as given in 
tbe Sawavib. It says that the old Fort bad become ruinona 
from age and accidents, and Akbar in 972 gave orders to remove 
the foundations and to bnild at that place {daran mahall) a new 
strong fort of hewn stones. The four gates faced the four points 
of the compass. 

In Akbariiaiitah II. 95 there is a descriotion of Akbar's first 
entrance into Agra Fort on tbe 17th Mobarram, 96C, or 30th 
October 1568. " The Fort of the town, which goes by the name 
Bal Garh, was now entered, and places were assigned to the 
grandees." 

Delaei (Letbbridge, for £9) says that Akbar built 5 gates — 
Afandhar Derwasa, Tziart^on Derwasa, Nim Derwasa, Ponto 
Derwasa, and Noory Derwasa. Have you identified them ?* 

According to the Haft Iqlim (written in 1000 d. H^ and the 
Tuzak : Jahangiri, the Agra Fort existed long before the Lodis, 
becanse tbe Persian Poet Salman (A. H. 440, or A. D. 1018) 
mentions tbe " Port of Agra." 

The Titziik'i-Jahaagin contains nothing regarding the Agra. 
Fort, [This is negative evidence qgainst any such large work 
on tbe Red Palace having been undertaken in that reign as popu- 
larly supposed.] 

* Sate h)) Presidenf. — These names cannot now be identified, if ever they 
could. But the gates named b; Finch (from whom de Lnet borrowed) hara 
b««o identified in my Belhi Hand hixA, H. Q. K. 
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